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D’   H! 
IT’S  
THE  
SIMPSONS! BY BEN C. SIN

53 year old Matt Groening laughs when he talks about the 
origin of The Simpsons. “I really do have two younger sisters 
named Lisa and Maggie, and my parents are named Homer 
and Marge,” he says. “I wanted to name the boy Matt, but 
realized it would be too obvious.” So the name Bart, an 
anagram for the word “brat”, was chosen as the name for 
the mischievous son. 

Then, The Simpsons made their debut in 1987 as 
commercial bumpers—skits that aired before and after 
commercial breaks—on The Tracy Ullman Show in the  
States. The shorts ran for three seasons and were popular 
enough to spin off into its own series. On  December 
19th, 1989, the first full-length episode of the show aired. 
“When the show first started I knew kids would love it. I was 
worried about grown ups,” says Groening. “There hadn’t 
been a prime time animated series for about 15 years at the 

time,” adds Executive Producer James L. Brooks. “So it was 
definitely chancy what we did.” Turns out they had nothing 
to worry about—the show was an overnight sensation.

Since then there have been 400 episodes and countless 
awards won during their two decades of existence. And 
finally, after all too many discussions, fruitless meetings 
and much hand wringing, the dysfunctional family of five 
who live in the fictional town of Springfield, find themselves 
starring in a movie. “You can’t just throw three episodes 
together for a movie, it needs to be big,” explains Brooks. 

That something big came in the form of the script “Kamp 
Krusty”, about Bart leading a Lord of the Flies-like rebellion 
in a summer camp. “But we ran into problems, the script 
wasn’t long enough for a movie,” Brooks states. “Kamp 
Krusty” ended up being a regular episode, which may not be 

such a bad thing, considering the show is widely regarded as 
one of the greatest episodes in the series. Other attempts at 
making the jump to the big screen were  met with obstacles. 
Groening had an idea for a Fantasia parody titled Simptasia, 
but a proper script could never be worked out. Actor Phil 
Hartman had wished to make a live action film based on 
his washed-up actor character of Troy McClure, but the 
comedian’s untimely death put an end to that. Then there 
was the contract dispute with the voice-cast of the show in 
1998. For a while, it seemed like the project would never get 
off the ground. 

But when the project did, the filmmakers pulled out all the 
stops. Groening and Brooks assembled an all-star team. 
David Silverman, who was an animator and director in the 
The Simpsons’ early days, left Pixar Studios to come back 
for the gig. Longtime producers Al Jean and Mike Scully 

With The Simpsons 
Movie set to open here 
on August 9th, Ben C. 
Sin met with the creator 
and cast to find out why 
they’re releasing the first 
film now, after so much 
time on TV.



werealso  brought back. Just about every former writer was 
also called to meet, with the exception of two: Sam Simon, 
who left due to creative differences in 1993, and late night 
talk show host Conan O’Brien. Countless ideas were 
tossed around, including one about Marge leaving Homer 
to be a Manatee rescuer, which ended up being a regular 
episode in 2006. It took four years of writing, rewriting, 
and after 158 different drafts, a script was finished in May 
of 2005, with a scheduled release date of 2007. 

“Perfect timing,” Matt Groening proudly states, “We had 
just finished our 400th episode and it’s been 20 years 
since the show was created. It was a landmark occasion. 
It was now or never.” Adds Al Jean, “We couldn’t have 
done this film five years ago. We wouldn’t have had digital 
animation.” The technology Jean is referring to is the use 
of digital coloring and transferring of the sketches digitally. 
But fans of the series need not worry, because director 
David Silverman assures everyone the classic Simpsons 
look has been retained. “We used more 3D in the movie 
than we do on the show, in terms of having 3D sets and 
doing camera moves with multi-plain backgrounds. But 
we kept the hand-drawn look because we want people to 
still associate the film with the TV show.” 

With many sceptics asking why people would pay for 
something they’ve been watching on the small screen 
for free, that comment is humorously answered right 
as the film opens. An “Itchy and Scratchy” (a fictional 
cartoon in the Simpsons universe) segment plays out 
before revealing the Simpsons family watching it while 

seated in a movie theater. “I can’t believe we’re paying for 
something we get for free on TV!” exclaims Homer. 

That’s the retort. Groening adds the rest. “In addition to 
the traditional Simpsons jokes, expect more emotional 
weight. It’s an epic story,” he says. “We also made sure 
to take advantage of the big screen and fit in things we 
could have never imagined on the show.” Expect to see 
more going on in the background then ever (including 
a scene featuring just about every character in the 
Simpsons universe together at once) with more vibrant 
colors, multi-plain moving backgrounds, and for the first 
time in the series, the characters will have…shadows. “It 
sounds silly but individual shadows for each character is 
tough to do!” jokes Steve Moore, the Sequence Director. 
In addition to being able to see the difference, expect 
to be able to hear the difference as well. “We all felt the 
difference from the first read through,” explains Dan 
Castellaneta, voice actor for Homer. “You know you’re 
doing something bigger when the bosses are in the room 
as you record.” Adds Yeardley Smith, better known as Lisa 
Simpson, “We usually do four sessions per show. For the 
film we did over 20.” 

But nobody’s too surprised at the extra effort and care 
being put into The Simpsons Movie. After all, it is The 
Simpsons. And, it is the first film, which could lead to 
more. Above all though, as Groening well knows, there’s 
D’oh—the laughter of the world at stake. “Ultimately, I 
just want to hear a theater full of people laughing at The 
Simpsons,” says Groening.  

TOP 10 
SIMPSONS  
CAMEOS

#1 MICHAEL JACKSON AS  AS LEON KOMPOWSKY
Episode: Stark Raving Dad
Homer wears a pink shirt to the nuclear plant and is sent to the looney 
bin where he meets a tall husky man claiming to be Michael Jackson.

#2   BARRY WHITE AS BARRY WHITE
Episode: Krusty Gets Kancelled
Krusty’s show drops in the ratings, so Bart and Lisa gather 
celebrities to help. White sings “Can’t Get Enough Of Your Love 
Babe” on The Simpsons’ front lawn. 

#3  SPINAL TAP AS SPINAL TAP
Episode: The Otto Show
Bart and Milhouse go to a Spinal Tap concert. Things go 
wrong and a riot starts. The band is then killed in a tour-bus 
accident caused by Otto’s erratic driving. 

#4   KIEFER SUTHERLAND AS JACK BAUER
Episode: 24 Minutes
Bart gets Jack Bauer on the line and pulls one of his famous pranks. 
Bauer confronts Bart at home as a bomb goes off in the background.

#5 DANNY DE VITO AS HERB POWELL
Episode: “Oh Brother, Where Art Thou?”
Homer reunites with his long lost brother, the CEO of a car 
company. Homer invents a car and ruins his career.

#6   ELTON JOHN AS ELTON JOHN
Episode: Homer The Moe
The men of Springfield are on a quest to help Apu show his love 
for Manjula, so they kidnap Elton John and put him in a cage. 
Elton ends up singing for Manjula.

#7   DUSTIN HOFFMAN AS MR BERGSTORM
Episode:Lisa’s Substitute
Lisa’s teacher gets Lyme Disease, a substitute teacher 
replaces her and Lisa develops a crush.

#8   REM AS REM
Episode: Homer The Moe
Moe revamps the bar so Homer creates his own garage bar where 
REM play live. Later they spend Thanksgiving dinner together 
where REM brings a turkey made “entirely of Tofu and gluten.”

#9   RINGO STARR AS RINGO STARR
Episode: Brush with Greatness
Marge gets a letter from Ringo Starr talking about how he 
loved the painting she painted of him from the 60s. 

#10  RICKY GERVAIS AS CHARLES
Episode: Homer Simpson, This Is Your Wife
Homer enters a ‘Trading Spouses’ show and Marge becomes 
the wife of a beaten down Charles. Gervais was the first ever 
guest credited for writing an episode. 

#1
As if The Simpsons weren’t already entertaining on their own, 
special guest appearances are always a good bet that it’s going 
to be a memorable episode. In this highly unscientific selection, 
here are the funniest surprise appearances to date:



The length of the fi rst Simpsons short segment, titled Good 
Night, aired on the Tracy Ullman Show (April 19, 1987) and was 
1 minute 46 seconds long.

D’oh has been adopted into the Oxford English dictionary. 

Matt Groening’s initials were originally on Homer’s head (hair 
is the ‘M’ and his ear is the ‘G’).

Marge’s blue hair is usually 8-9 eyeballs high in the drawing.

In the beginning, animators merely re-traced his drawings, which 
explains the crude appearance of the initial short episodes.

Time Magazine named The Simpsons “The century’s best TV 
series” in 1998.

The Simpsons is the longest running prime time animated 
show to date.

Bart Simpson’s name comes from the word brat. 

In the Homer’s Odyssey episode, Smithers was mistakenly 
colored in with a dark color rather than yellow.

The length of the fi rst Simpsons short segment, titled Good 
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LISA SIMPSON

DO YOU LIKE THE 

COMMUNITY THAT 

YOU LIVE IN?

“I wish there were more 

cultural things like 

museums. The only one near us is the “Museum of 

Spitwads” in Bart’s treehouse.”

DO YOU EVER WISH YOU WEREN’T A BRAINIAC?

“It hasn’t always made me popular.  But when I see 

my Dad getting outwitted by a can opener, I’m happy 

with who I am.”

HAVE YOU GONE OUT WITH A BOY?

“I briefl y dated the school bully, Nelson Muntz. 

People thought he was a jerk but I thought that his 

rough exterior was hiding a gentle soul and a great 

personality. Turns out it was hiding a bigger jerk.”

BART SIMPSON

WHAT MOVIE THIS SUMMER 

ARE YOU MOST LOOKING 

FORWARD TO?

“The home movie I made of 

Homer getting stung by a 

bee. It’s the feel good fi lm of 

the year.”

IF YOU COULD HAVE ANYONE PLAY YOUR LOVE 

INTEREST IN A MOVIE, WHO WOULD IT BE?

“The Batmobile.  It’s way cooler than hanging out 

with a dumb old girl.”

YOUR FAVORITE SUMMER SOUND IS...

“The gentle whoosh of lawn sprinklers going off in 

Lisa’s bedroom.”

MR.BURNS

ARE YOU UPSET THAT 

YOU CAN’T BRING 

MONEY INTO THE  

AFTERLIFE?

“Indeed, that’s why I’m 

trying to spend it all 

before I die!  What I don’t 

spend, I’ve ordered to be burned in front of the 

poor... at a distance, of course, so they can’t warm 

themselves.”

60 SECONDS WITH THE CAST

We asked. They told us . . . 

WHAT WILL BECOME OF SMITHERS?

“My dream is that he will be buried beside me, even 

if he’s not dead yet.”

WHAT SHOULD YOU HAVE LEARNED SOONER?

“The phrase “Release the hounds!”  For a long time 

I was saying “Lift up the dog gate!” and that’s just 

much less dramatic.”

HOMER 

SIMPSON

YOU’VE MET SO MANY ROCK 

STARS IN YOUR LIFE - MICK 

JAGGER, THE WHO, THE 

RED HOT CHILLI PEPPERS 

AND COUNTLESS OTHERS.  

IF YOU HAD THE CHANCE, WOULD YOU WANT 

TO LIVE THE ROCK AND ROLL LIFESTYLE?

“The rock-and-roll lifestyle is not for me.  Who needs 

groupies when you have Marge?  And who needs hotel 

rooms to trash when you have Flanders’ house?”

 MOE HAS ALWAYS HAD THE HOTS FOR YOUR 

WIFE, MARGE. DOES THIS BOTHER YOU?

“Oh yeah, like I should be scared about Marge falling 

for an homely loser like Moe when she’s already 

married to an fat, homely loser like me... uh oh.”

YOU AND MARGE HAVE ONE OF THE MOST 

SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGES IN SPRINGFIELD.  SHARE 

WITH US SOME OF YOUR SECRETS TO ROMANCE.

“You have to surprise her so things don’t get boring. 

Like on Valentine’s Day she probably expects fl owers. 

But you know what she doesn’t expect?  You to jump 

out of the closet at 8 AM wearing a monster mask!”

GRAMPA 

SIMPSON

IF YOU COULD TRADE 

PLACES WITH ONE MOVIE 

STAR, WHO WOULD IT BE?

“Lassie.  At least then I’d be fed, walked, and 

hugged.”

ACCORDING TO A RECENT AARP MAGAZINE 

ARTICLE, IT’S POSSIBLE TO REVITALIZE YOUR 

SKIN AT ANY AGE.  WHAT’S YOUR SECRET TO 

GOOD COMPLEXION?

“Garlic and Limburger cheese.  I don’t rub it on 

my skin.  I eat it.  Keeps people far away... which is 

where I look better.”

“I wish there were more 

bee. It’s the feel good fi lm of 

spend, I’ve ordered to be burned in front of the 

“Lassie.  At least then I’d be fed, walked, and 

For as long as the show’s been airing it’s been a mystery as to 
where the Simpson’s actually live. After a poll conducted by USA 
Today, it was announced that Springfi eld, Vermont was their 
home, beating out 13 other Springfi elds across America. After 
the poll, it was decided that the fi lm would debut in Vermont. 
Thousands of fans fl ocked to the festivities, with many dressed 
in Simpsons costumes. A huge banner on the Main Street read, 
“Welcome to Springfi eld, Vermont, home of The Simpsons.” 
In the spirit of doughnuts and beer, Vermont’s very own Ben & 
Jerry’s created a custom-made “Duff & D’oh-Nuts” ice cream 
and the town’s Magic Hat Brewery Co. also created a special 
“Duff” beer for fans to enjoy. Matt Groening and the fi lm’s 
producers were all in attendance for the huge opening. 

THE SIMPSONS 
MOVIE DEBUTS IN 

SPRINGFIELD



Directed by Dan Silverman, featuring the  (voices) of Dan Castellaneta, Julie Kavner, Nancy Cartwright, Hank Azaria, Yeardley Smith, Pamela Hayden, Albert Brooks, Tom Hanks and Green Day. 
Category IIA, 85 minutes, Opens August 9th.

★★★★
Amazingly, The Simpsons Movie, at an hour-and-a half long, still moves as fast and furious as a regular episode, but with considerably more wit and energy than the TV series has seen in years. 

From Homer (Dan Castellaneta), our relentlessly endearing moron, to blue-haired Marge (Julie Kavner), bratty Bart, precocious Lisa  (both played by Yeardley Smith) and baby Maggie to the rest of the mythical Springfi eld, U.S.A’s favourite denizens, mayhem and laughs explode at a mile-a-minute. The show starts off with a bang as cartoon mouse-and-cat rivals Itchy and Scratchy attempt to outdo each other in a game of interstellar homicide. Right after, our favourite bug-eyed clan engage in an array of outrageous antics as environmental doom looms over Springfi eld, due in great part to Homer’s typical selfi shness and incompetence (spurred by a limited time offer of doughnuts). The antics themselves are innumerable and side-splitting. They range from Grandpa Abe’s prophetic raves of impending doom and Bart’s skateboard streak-o-rama to Homer’s obsession with a pig which becomes hilariously creepy, leading him to make a near-fatal error in judgement that gains the attention of President Arnold Schwarzenegger, and his devious minion Russ Cargill (Albert Brooks), who conspire in turn to obliterate Springfi eld. Homer’s life, marriage and the budding romance between Lisa and an environmentally-conscious Irish musician lad all face mortal danger as the Simpsons escape to Alaska before  returning to rescue their hometown from certain oblivion.

This being The Simpsons, sacred cows are slaughtered left and right as the show pokes sly fun at The Simpsons’ own Fox network, as well as television shows with the nerve to become feature-length fi lms, illegal movie downloads, advertising in-movies, and the predictable conventions of disaster fi lms. There are also numerous sharp-edged pop-culture references to Green Day, Bono, Tom Hanks, Disney, Spider-Man, Botox, Home Depot, Harry Potter, and the political aspirations of Arnold Schwarzenegger that will induce howls of either laughter or outrage. The genius of The Simpsons Movie is that it successfully blends its unique blend of slapstick with contemporary satire to create a sharp-witted, irreverent fi lm that will defi nitely appeal to fans and neophytes alike.—Akin Jeje

HONG KONG’S HOMEGROWN STARS 
WYMAN, JOSIE AND DENISE HO DUBBED 
THE CANTONESE VERSION OF THE 
THE SIMPSONS MOVIE. BEATS FOUND 
OUT WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO BECOME 
PART OF THE MOST LOVED FAMILY ON 
TELEVISION. 

BEATS: How did you prepare for this dubbing role?
Wyman: “When you’ve seen this cartoon for all these years, 
you don’t really have to pick up anything special. I just walk 
in and act.”

How did the whole process begin? 
Denise: “They asked me to cast for Marge and Lisa, but 
I requested to be Bart because he’s my all time favorite 
character and I can’t really do Marge or Lisa. It was pure 
luck that I got this character.”

What was the dubbing process for the fi lm like?
Josie: “Well we went and watched the TV episodes, just one 
or two scenes to see what it was like. Then we watched the 
original fi lm in English and we used Cantonese to do the 
same thing over again.”

Do things get lost in translation?
Josie: “We had the Chinese director and someone from 
the USA to monitor everything. I suggested we try it in an 

THE SIMPSONS MOVIE

‘American’ way but I’ll speak Cantonese. There was always a 
discussion. But we fi nally put everything together nicely.”

How confi dential did you have to be after watching the fi lm?
Wyman: “Some of my friends are big fans of The Simpsons, 
but ironically, what they did was the complete opposite! They 
were like, ‘Don’t tell me what happens and don’t spoil it.’”

Do you feel that you’re similar to the character that you play?
Ivana: “I’m not as smart as Lisa is, but I am full of passion 
and I love music. She also has a brother like me.”
Wyman: “I think sooner or later I will be.”

If you had the chance to create an episode of The Simpsons, 
what would you want to see happen to the characters?
Ivana: “Haha, maybe they could sing Chinese opera.” 
Wyman: “Maybe an episode of The Simpsons in Lost, or 
Desperate Housewives?”

What’s one word that describes The Simpsons Movie?
Denise:Clever
Ivana: Spectacular
Josie: Hilarious
Wyman: Naughty

The slightly eccentric and recognized writer/lyricist Wyman 
plays Homer while singers Denise Ho and Josie Ho, 
respectively, play Bart and Marge. Soft-spoken Ivana Wong 
has taken on the roles of Lisa and Maggie. 

THE SIMPSONS IN CANTONESE


